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Contact: Sara Birk, graduate assistant, Department of Drama/Dance, (406) 243-4481. 
DEPARTMENT OF DRAMA/DANCE PRESENTS ‘THE LARAMIE PR O JEC T’ 
MISSOULA—
The brutal beating death of Matthew Shepard in Laramie, Wyo., is the focus of an 
upcoming theatrical performance at The University of Montana.
The Department of Drama/Dance will present “The Laramie Project,” a critically 
acclaimed work by Moises Kaufman and the Tectonic Theater Project, Tuesday, April 29, 
through Saturday, May 3, and again May 6-10.
Performances will be held nightly at 7:30 p.m. in the Masquer Theatre, located in 
UM’s Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center. Tickets are $6 and are available from the 
center’s box office, open from 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. For 
reservations or more information, call (406) 243-4581.
Audiences are warned that the play contains adult language and content.
“The Laramie Project” is a moving and sometimes disturbing work that draws upon 
interviews with Laramie citizens following Shepard’s death. A gay college student, Shepard 
died five days after being found beaten and hanging from a fence. Two young men later were 
sentenced to life in prison for the murder.
The play presents a kaleidoscope of the distinctive voices and views of those impacted 
by Shepard’s death.
Kaufman writes in his introduction to the play: “The idea for ‘The Laramie Project’
-more-
Laramie.rl--2
originated in my desire to learn more about why Matthew Shepard was murdered; about what 
happened that night; about the town of Laramie. The idea of listening to the citizens talk really 
interested me. How is Laramie different from the rest of the country and how is it similar?”
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